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PARIS MOU ON PORT STATE CONTROL
PSCircular 97
8 MAY 2020

TEMPORARY GUIDANCE RELATED TO COVID-19 FOR PORT
STATE CONTROL AUTHORITIES (REV.2)

Introduction

1 MAB has considered and agreed that, noting the global impact of
COVID-19, there is need to apply flexibility under these special
circumstances. In Paris MoU member States, national measures are
implemented which are to a large extend affecting the port State control
regime. In view of a common approach in the region, not withstanding
any possible national measures, and in view of the continued effects of
the COVID-19 crisis, as a general principle the following guidelines
would be applied on a case by case basis by the relevant port State
Authority.

2 This guidance focusses on the effect of the COVID-19 crisis on the Paris
MoU in relation to:

- preventive measure to halt the spread of COVID-19
- non-compliance with the Relevant Instruments due to COVID-19

3 A summary of relevant publications can be found on a dedicated COVID-
19 page of the Paris MoU website:

https://www.parismou.org/publications/covid-19/pmou-covid-
19publications/paris-mou-covid-19-publications/paris-mou-covid-0

Preventive measure to halt the spread of COVID-19

4 PSCOs should be guided by the preventive measures adopted by their
Maritime Administrations, including the use of appropriate personal protective
equipment in order to protect themselves as well as the ship’s crew. MAB has
noted that Paris MoU member States have implemented measures to limit the
number and/or extent of PSC inspections. As shortages in personnel and
staffing may become more common, port States which encounter such

BAN GHI NHO PARIS VE KIEM SOAT CUA QUOC GIA CO CANG
Hwéng din PSCircular 97
Ngay 08/5/2020

HUONG DAN TAM THOI CHO CAC CO QUAN CO THAM QUYEN
CUA QUOC GIA CO CANG LIEN QUAN PEN COVID-19 (SUA POI.2)
Giéi thiéu
1 MAB (Ban Tu vin cua Paris MoU) da xem xét va nhét tri, luu ¥ dén tac
dong toan cau cia COVID-19, can phai ap dung sy linh hoat trong nhiing
hoan canh dédc biét nay. Tai cac quéc gia thanh vién Paris MoU, cac bién
phap quoc gia da duoc thuc hién trong pham vi rong 16n anh huong dén thé
ché kiém soat cua Quoc gia co cang. Theo quan diém vé cach tiép can chung
trong khu vuc, bat ké bién phap qubc gia co thé nao, va theo quan diém ve
cac tac dong lién tuc cua cudc khung hoang COVID-19, theo nguyén tic
chung cac hudng dan sau day s& duoc co quan c6 thim quyén cua Qudc gia
co6 cang ap dung trong tirng trudng hop.

2 Hudng dan nay tap trung vao anh hudng cua cudc khung hoang COVID-19
do1 voi Paris MoU lién quan dén:

- Bién phap phong ngira dé ngan chin sy lay lan ctia COVID-19

- Su khong tuén tha cac van kién c¢6 lién quan do COVID-19

3 Ban tom tit cac 4n pham co6 lién quan co thé xem tai trang COVID-19
chuyén biét cua website Paris MoU:

https://www.parismou.orq/publications/coyid-lglpmou-covid-
19publications/paris-mou-covid- 19-an pham/paris-mou-covid-0

Bién phap phong ngira dé ngin chiin sy liy lan cia COVID-19

4 PSCO can dugc huéng din vé cac bién phap phong ngira dugc Chinh
quyén Hang hai cta ho thong qua, bao gdm ca viéc sir dung cac thiét bi bao
vé ca nhan phi hop dé bao vé chinh ho ciing nhu thuyén vién tau. MAB da
luu ¥ 13 cac qudc gia thanh vién Paris MoU da thuc hién cac bién phap nham
han ché s6 luong va/hoac muc do kiém tra tau ctua PSC. Khi tinh trang thiéu
nhén sy ¢6 thé trd nén pho bién hon, cac Qudc gia co cang gip kho khin nhu




difficulties could consider to carry out primarily overriding priority inspections.

5 Whether an inspection takes place remains the decision of the port State. A
vessel can be considered self-isolating only if there are no ship-shore interfaces.

Ship Certification Issues due to COVID-19

6 In relation to the COVID-19 situation, it may occur that a ship cannot
fulfill the requirements from the Relevant Instruments or the follow-up on
inspection results as would normally be required. As a basic principle the
primary responsibility regarding compliance with the Conventions remains
with the owner and flag State. However in those case where the owner and
flag State have demonstrated to take that responsibility, but due to the
current situation cannot carry out those duties that normally would be
required, the Paris MoU should adopt a pragmatic approach and also be
flexible as this is a rapidly developing situation.

7 Interval of surveys and audits required by Conventions

In the event that a ship has not complied with the requirements of the surveys,
inspections and audits contained in relevant convention requirements (SOLAS
Chapter | Regulation 10 etc.), the ship must provide evidence to the port State
that the flag State has agreed to an exceptional delay specific to COVID-19.
There should also be evidence that the ship has a plan that covers how the ship
will be brought back into the regular survey or audit cycle.

8 Duration of statutory certificates

Giving consideration that an exceptional extension of validity of certificates
specific to COVID-19 would be inevitable for certain ships, the flag State or
RO, acting on behalf of the flag State, may extend the validity of certificates
to an appropriate and proportional grace period specific to COVID-19. In
such case the ship must provide the evidence to the port State that the flag
State Administration has agreed to an exceptional delay specific to COVID-
19 and that the ship has a plan that covers when the ship will be scheduled
to be subject to the renewal survey and audits.

9 Installation of Ballast Water Management System

In the event that a ship cannot meet the requirements of Regulation B-3 of

vay c6 thé xem xét dé thuc hién chu yeu cac cudc ki€m tra wu tién.

5 Viéc kiém tra c6 dién ra hay khong van 1a quyét dinh cua Qudc gia c6
cang. Tau c6 thé duoc coi 1a tu cach ly chi khi khong ¢o giao tiép tau-bo.

Cac van dé chirng nhén tau do COVID-19

6 Lién quan den tinh hubng COVID-19, c6 thé xay ra viéc tau khong thé dap
ing cac yéu ciu cla cac vin kién c6 lién quan hodc theo doi cac két qua
kiém tra nhu thudng dugc yéu cau. Theo nguyén tic co ban, trach nhiém
chinh lién quan dén viéc tudn tha cic Cong udc van thudc vé chi tau va
Quoc gia tau mang co. Tuy nhién, trong nhitng truong hop ma chu tau va
Quéc gia tau mang cd da thé hién trach nhiém d6, nhung do tinh hinh hién
tai khong thé thuc hién nhitng nhi¢m vu thuong duogc yéu cau, MoU Paris
nén ap dung céach tiép can thuc dung va ciing can linh hoat, vi day la mot
tinh hudng phat trién nhanh chong.

7 Khoang thoi gian kiém tra va danh gid theo véu ciu cua Cong udc

Trong trudng hop tau khong tudn thu cic yéu cau vé kiém tra va danh gia
néu trong cac cong udc lién quan (Quy dinh 10 cua Chuong I Cong udce
SOLAS, ...), tau phai cung cap bang ching cho Quoc gia ¢6 cang 1a Qudc
gia tau mang co da dong ¥ viée tri hodn dic biét cu thé do COVID-19. Ciing
can c¢6 bang ching cho thiy tau co ké hoach bao gdm cach thirc dé dua tau
trd lai chu ky kiém tra va danh gia thuong xuyén.

8 Thoi han ctia céc gidy ching nhan theo luit dinh

Can nhic viéc gia han dac bi¢t dbi v6i hiéu luc cua cac giéy ching nhan cu thé
do COVID-19 s& Ia khong thé tranh khoi d6i voi mot sé tau nhéat dinh, Qudc
gia tau mang co hodc RO thay mat cho Qudc gia tau mang cd c6 thé gia han
hiéu Iuc ciia cac gidy chirng nhan dén thoi gian 4n han phu hop va tuong ximg
cu thé do COVID-19. Trong truong hop do, tau phai cung cap bang ching cho
Qudc gia co cang la Chinh quyén hang hai Qudc gia tau mang co da dong y
viée tri hodn dic biét cu thé do COVID-19, va tau c6 ké hoach bao gom khi
nao tau s& dugc thu xép dé dé thyc hién kiém tra va dénh gia cap moi.

9 Lip dat hé thdng quan Iy nudc din

Trong truong hop tau khong thé dap g cic yéu cau cta Quy dinh B-3 cia

3




the Ballast Water Management Convention (ballast water management
instead of ballast water exchange) due to delay of dry-docking caused by
disruption from COVID-19, the port State should seek confirmation that the
flag State has agreed to an exceptional delay specific to COVID-19. There
should also be evidence that the ship has a plan that covers how the ship
will comply with the requirements of Regulation B-3 of BWM.

10 Where, under par. 7 to 9, the required evidence from the flag State is
missing, the ship should be treated in the normal manner as per the Paris
MoU procedures. This also applies to any vessel operating beyond any
indicated grace period.

11 The pragmatic relaxation of requirements, which may include the
acceptance of copies of certificates of which the validity can be verified,
should be applied by port States on ships which have not exceeded the
requirements by the appropriate and proportional grace period specific to
COVID-19, unless it is evident that the COVID-19 pandemic is used as an
excuse to breach the Convention requirements.

Personnel issues due to COVID-19
12 MLC 2006

MAB has considered that there may be a need to apply flexibility under the
circumstances on the issue of extending periods of service on board ships.
In doing so the port State should request the operator of the ship to confirm
that the flag State, the relevant crew members and relevant seafarer
organisations (if applicable) have been involved in the process.

Further guidance regarding what the port State should look at in case of
noncompliance with MLC due to force majeure related to COVID-19, could
be found in ILOs “Information note on maritime labour issues and

coronavirus (COVID-19)”
https://www.parismou.org/system/files/ILO%20Covid.pdf
13 STCW Certification

MAB has considered cases where seafarers have faced issues with
completing refresher courses for the renewal of personal certification.

Cong udc Quan ly nude dan (quan 1y nudc dan thay vi trao d6i nude din) do
viéc cham tre dua tau lén da gay ra boi gian sy doan tor COVID -19, Qubc
gia c6 cang can tim kiém xac nhan 1a Qubc gia tau mang co da dong y viée
tri hoan dic biét cu thé do COVID-19. Ciing can ¢6 bang ching cho thiy tau
¢6 ké hoach bao gom cach thirc tau s& tudn tha cac yéu cau cua Quy dinh B-3
cua BWM.

10 Néu, theo cac doan 7 dén 9, bang ching bit budc tir Qudc gia tau mang
co bi thiéu, tau can dugc xtr 1y theo cach thong thuong theo quy trinh cua
MoU Paris. Piéu nay ciing 4p dung cho bét ky tau nao hoat dong vuot qua
bat ky thoi gian 4n han duoc chi dinh nao.

11 Viée noi long thuc dung cac yéu cau, co the bao gdm viéc chap nhan cac
ban sao gidy chimg nhan ma hiéu luc cua gidy ching nhan ¢ thé duoc xac
minh, nén dugc cac Qudc gia ¢ cang ap dung cho cic tau khong vuot qua
yéu céu theo thoi gian an han phu hop va tuwong xtmg cu thé do COVID-19,
trur khi r0 rang 1a dai dich COVID-19 duoc su dung la co dé vi pham céac yéu
cau cua Cong udc.

Vén dé nhan sy do COVID-19
12 MLC 2006

MAB da can nhic c6 thé can phai 4p dung sy linh hoat trong cac truong hop
vé Van dé kéo dai thoi gian phuc vu trén tau. Dé lam nhu vy, Qudc gia c6
cang can yéu cau ngudi khai thac tau x4c nhan 1a Qudc gia tau mang cd, cac
thuyén vién c6 lién quan va céc to chirc cia ngudi di bién ¢ lién quan (néu
c6) da tham gia vao qua trinh nay.

Hudng dan thém vé nhitng gi ’Quéc gia ¢ cang can xem x¢t trong truong
hop khong tuén thu MLC do bat kha khéang lién quan dén COVID-19, c6 the
xem trong tai liéu cia ILO “Luu ¥ thong tin vé cac van dé lao dong hang hai
va coronavirus (COVID-19):
https://www.parismou.org/system/files/ILO%20Covid.pdf

13 Ching nhan STCW

MAB da xem xét cac truong hop thuyen vién gap phai cac van d¢ lién quan
dén viéc hoan thanh cic khéa boi dudng dé cdp mai gidy chimg nhan ca




This could be caused by cancelled courses, quarantine or travel bans. In
such cases the maritime administration may have extended the validity of
such certificates and this should be accepted as a case of force majeure.
For foreign certificates if the flag administration has granted an
extension due to force majeure then this should be accepted as similarly
extending the endorsement of the flag state of the ship on which the
seafarer is serving.

14 Medical Certificates

In cases where it has been difficult for seafarers to extend their medical
certificate the flag administration may allow seafarers to remain on-board.
PSCO should accept documents produced by flag States which
acknowledges seafarers extended stay on board due to force majeure
associated with COVID-19.

15 Rectification and follow-up on inspection reports

In relation to the rectification of recorded or outstanding deficiencies, guidance
should be taken from PSCC Instruction 50/2017/11 - Guidance on Detention
and Action Taken (including eg. AT code 48 - as in the agreed flag State
condition) and PSCC432010-11 - Flag State exemptions. In case a ship is
detained on ISM, but no external audit can be organised, despite best efforts by
the company and flag State (which may include temporarily authorization of
another RO), the ship may be allowed to proceed to the next port to carry out
the external audit. In order to use AT code 48 in combination with ISM
deficiency 15150, a ticket with a justification has to be send to
thetis@emsa.europa.eu to activate the possibility in THETIS. Consequently,
the guidance regarding the use of AT code 48 should then be applied.

Review of the guidance

16 This PSCircular will be reviewed, as appropriate, to keep aligned with
developments of the COVID-19 virus and future initiatives by relevant
stakeholders.

nhén. Nguyén nhan cua diéu nay co thé 1a do cac khoa hoc bi huy bo, vige
kiém dich hodc cAm di lai. Trong nhiing tru’Ung hop nhu vay, chinh quyen
hang hai ¢ thé da gia han hiéu luc cta cac gidy chirng nhan nay va diéu nay
nén duoc chap nhan nhu mot truong hop bat kha khang. D6i voi cac gidy
chirmg nhén nude ngoai, néu chinh quyén tau mang co da ddng ¥ gia han do
bat kha khang, thi dleu nay nén dugc chip nhan tuong tu nhu viéc gia han
chung thuc ciia qudc gia tdu mang cd cta tau ma thuyén vién dang phuc vu.

14 Gidy chitng nhan sirc khoe

Trong truong hop thuyén vién gip kho khin trong viéc gia han gidy chimng
nhan strc khoe, chinh quyén hang hai tau mang c& c¢6 thé cho phép ngudi di
bién dugc & lai trén tau. PSCO nén chip nhan céc tai liéu dugc cap bai Quéce
gia tdu mang cd thira nhan thuyén vién da ¢ lai trén tau do bat kha khang lién
quan d¢én COVID-19.

15 Viéc khic phuc va theo ddi cic bdo cdo kiém tra

Lién quan dén viéc khic phuc céc khiém khuyét da duogc ghi lai hoac con tdn
tai, cin theo chi dn trong Huéng din PSCC 50/2017/11 - Huéng dan vé luu
gitr tau va hanh dong thyc hién (bao gdm ca md AT 48 - nhu trong diéu kién
duoc qudc gia tau mang cd dong ¥) va PSCC432010-11 - Mién trir ctia quoc
gla tau mang co. Trong truong hop tau bi luu gitr do ISM, nhung khong thé
t6 chirc danh gia bén ngoai, mic du nhiing n6 luc t6t nhat cua cong ty va
Quoc gia tau mang co (co the bao gom iy quyén tam thoi cho RO khac), tau
c¢6 thé duoc phép dén cang tiép theo dé thuc hién danh gid bén ngoai. Dé st
dung ma AT 48 két hop voi khiém khuyét ISM 15150, vé cung véi 1y do giai
thich phai duoc gui dén thetis@emsa.europa.eu dé kich hoat kha ning trong
THETIS. Do d6, huéng dan vé viée str dung ma AT 48 nén dugc ap dung.

Xem xét lai huéng din

16 Hudng dan PSCircular nay sé& dugc xem xét, néu thich hop, dé phu hop
vé1 su phat trien cua virus COVID-19 va cac sang kién trong tuong lai cia
cac bén lién quan.
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TEMPORARY GUIDANCE RELATED TO COVID-19
FOR PORT STATE CONTROL AUTHORITIES (REV.2)

Introduction

1 MAB has considered and agreed that, noting the global impact of COVID-19, there is
need to apply flexibility under these special circumstances. In Paris MoU member
States, national measures are implemented which are to a large extend affecting the
port State control regime. In view of a common approach in the region, not
withstanding any possible national measures, and in view of the continued effects of
the COVID-19 crisis, as a general principle the following guidelines would be applied
on a case by case basis by the relevant port State Authority.

2 This guidance focusses on the effect of the COVID-19 crisis on the Paris MoU in
relation to:
- preventive measure to halt the spread of COVID-19
- non-compliance with the Relevant Instruments due to COVID-19

3 A summary of relevant publications can be found on a dedicated COVID-19 page of
the Paris MoU website:
https://www.parismou.org/publications/covid-19/pmou-covid-19 -

publications/paris-mou-covid-19-publications/paris-mou-covid-0

Preventive measure to halt the spread of COVID-19

4 PSCOs should be guided by the preventive measures adopted by their Maritime
Administrations, including the use of appropriate personal protective equipment in
order to protect themselves as well as the ship’s crew. MAB has noted that Paris MoU
member States have implemented measures to limit the number and/or extent of PSC
inspections. As shortages in personnel and staffing may become more common, port
States which encounter such difficulties could consider to carry out primarily overriding
priority inspections.

5 Whether an inspection takes place remains the decision of the port State. A vessel can
be considered self-isolating only if there are no ship-shore interfaces.

Ship Certification Issues due to COVID-19

6 In relation to the COVID-19 situation, it may occur that a ship cannot fulfill the
requirements from the Relevant Instruments or the follow-up on inspection results as
would normally be required. As a basic principle the primary responsibility regarding
compliance with the Conventions remains with the owner and flag State. However in
those case where the owner and flag State have demonstrated to take that


https://www.parismou.org/publications/covid-19/pmou-covid-19-publications/paris-mou-covid-19-publications/paris-mou-covid-0
https://www.parismou.org/publications/covid-19/pmou-covid-19-publications/paris-mou-covid-19-publications/paris-mou-covid-0
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responsibility, but due to the current situation cannot carry out those duties that
normally would be required, the Paris MoU should adopt a pragmatic approach
and also be flexible as this is a rapidly developing situation.

Interval of surveys and audits required by Conventions

In the event that a ship has not complied with the requirements of the surveys,
inspections and audits contained in relevant convention requirements (SOLAS Chapter
I Regulation 10 etc.), the ship must provide evidence to the port State that the flag
State has agreed to an exceptional delay specific to COVID-19. There should also be
evidence that the ship has a plan that covers how the ship will be brought back into
the regular survey or audit cycle.

Duration of statutory certificates

Giving consideration that an exceptional extension of validity of certificates specific to
COVID-19 would be inevitable for certain ships, the flag State or RO, acting on behalf
of the flag State, may extend the validity of certificates to an appropriate and
proportional grace period specific to COVID-19. In such case the ship must provide the
evidence to the port State that the flag State Administration has agreed to an
exceptional delay specific to COVID-19 and that the ship has a plan that covers when
the ship will be scheduled to be subject to the renewal survey and audits.

Installation of Ballast Water Management System

In the event that a ship cannot meet the requirements of Regulation B-3 of the Ballast
Water Management Convention (ballast water management instead of ballast water
exchange) due to delay of dry-docking caused by disruption from COVID-19, the port
State should seek confirmation that the flag State has agreed to an exceptional delay
specific to COVID-19. There should also be evidence that the ship has a plan that
covers how the ship will comply with the requirements of Regulation B-3 of BWM.

Where, under par. 7 to 9, the required evidence from the flag State is missing, the
ship should be treated in the normal manner as per the Paris MoU procedures. This
also applies to any vessel operating beyond any indicated grace period.

The pragmatic relaxation of requirements, which may include the acceptance of copies
of certificates of which the validity can be verified, should be applied by port States on
ships which have not exceeded the requirements by the appropriate and proportional
grace period specific to COVID-19, unless it is evident that the COVID-19 pandemic is
used as an excuse to breach the Convention requirements.

Personnel issues due to COVID-19

12

13

MLC 2006

MAB has considered that there may be a need to apply flexibility under the
circumstances on the issue of extending periods of service on board ships. In doing
so the port State should request the operator of the ship to confirm that the flag
State, the relevant crew members and relevant seafarer organisations (if applicable)
have been involved in the process.

Further guidance regarding what the port State should look at in case of non-
compliance with MLC due to force majeure related to COVID-19, could be found in
ILOs “Information note on maritime labour issues and coronavirus (COVID-19)":
https://www.parismou.org/system/files/ILO%20Covid.pdf

STCW Certification

MAB has considered cases where seafarers have faced issues with completing
refresher courses for the renewal of personal certification. This could be caused by
cancelled courses, quarantine or travel bans. In such cases the maritime
administration may have extended the validity of such certificates and this should be
accepted as a case of force majeure. For foreign certificates if the flag administration



https://www.parismou.org/system/files/ILO%20Covid.pdf
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has granted an extension due to force majeure then this should be accepted as
similarly extending the endorsement of the flag state of the ship on which the seafarer
is serving.

Medical Certificates

In cases where it has been difficult for seafarers to extend their medical certificate the
flag administration may allow seafarers to remain on-board. PSCO should accept
documents produced by flag States which acknowledges seafarers extended stay on
board due to force majeure associated with COVID-19.

Rectification and follow-up on inspection reports

In relation to the rectification of recorded or outstanding deficiencies, guidance should
be taken from PSCC Instruction 50/2017/11 - Guidance on Detention and Action
Taken (including eg. AT code 48 - as in the agreed flag State condition) and PSCC43-
2010-11 - Flag State exemptions. In case a ship is detained on ISM, but no external
audit can be organised, despite best efforts by the company and flag State (which
may include temporarily authorization of another RO), the ship may be allowed to
proceed to the next port to carry out the external audit. In order to use AT code 48 in
combination with ISM deficiency 15150, a ticket with a justification has to be send to
thetis@emsa.europa.eu to activate the possibility in THETIS.

Consequently, the guidance regarding the use of AT code 48 should then be applied.

Review of the guidance

16  This PSCircular will be reviewed, as appropriate, to keep aligned with developments of

the COVID-19 virus and future initiatives by relevant stakeholders.
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